Pinyin Pronunciation Cheat Sheet

Here is how each Mandarin sound is written in pinyin, with its approximate English
equivalent. Remember, they are only APPROXIMATE equivalent sounds. Please
refer to the Pinyin series on www.yoyochinese.com for correct pronunciation.

Vowels

Consonants
Pinyin English Equivalent
b bear
p poor
m more
f fake
d dare
t take
n now
| learn
g9 get
k king
h help
J eep
q won't you or cheese
X sheep
zh judge, George
ch church
sh shhhh!
r Jacque, Asia, measure
z yards
c its
s sing
w want
y yes
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Pinyin

ai
an
ang

ao

ei
en
eng

er

ong
u

ua

uai

uan
uang

ui = uei
un = uen

uo

English Equivalent

father
my
sun
ahng
pout
serve
day
taken
mung or erng
are
see
yah
meow
yen

oun
yes
sin
een
ee + own
yo-yo
awesome (British accent)
boat
loan
shoot
suave
wide
won
oo+ahng
way
oo+ taken

wok




